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Memo 
To: Global Gas Associates 

From: Susan L. Sakmar 

Date: Sept. 23, 2013 

Re: 5th Research Assignment – Disclosure of Chemicals Used in Hydraulic Fracturing Fluids & EPA Study 

Due Date: Oct. 14    (NOTE:  No class on 9/30 or 10/7)  

                
 
 
I. Disclosure of Chemicals Used in Hydraulic Fracturing Fluids   

 
   A.   Does US Federal law require disclosure of chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing? 
   B.   Have there been any Congressional actions seeking disclosure? 
   C.   What are the rules if diesel is used? 
   D.   What are the disclosure requirements for the following states/countries?     I have assigned each of you 
 states/countries based on the row in which you are seated.   You are welcome to work with others in your row and 
 share research and information but everyone must turn in their own memo. 
 

 Front Row:  Texas, California, Canada 
 2nd Row:  Texas, New York, Maryland   
 3rd Row:  Texas, Wyoming, Australia 
 Back Row: Texas, Pennsylvania, United Kingdom 
 

 Be sure to address the following questions:   Does the state/country require disclosure of the chemicals used in 
 hydraulic fracturing?  Are the rules proposed, pending or enacted and if enacted, when?  If there are no rules, is 
 anyone discussing the issue?  What needs to be disclosed?   How is disclosure made?   

Have there been any legal challenges to the disclosure rules?   
 
II.    EPA Hydraulic Fracturing Study    
 

A. What are the fundamental research questions addressed in the study? 
B. What is the water lifecycle for hydraulic fracturing? 
C. What is the role of case studies and how many are there? 
D. What is the status of the study? 

 
 
III.   XTO Energy, Inc. Settlement 

 
In July 2013, the U.S. EPA and the U.S. Department of Justice announced a settlement with XTO Energy Inc., a subsidiary of 
Exxon Mobil Corporation, to resolve an alleged violation of the Clean Water Act (CWA) related to the discharge of wastewater 
from XTO’s Penn Township, Pa. facility used for the storage of wastewater generated by natural gas exploration, commonly 
known as fracking, and production.   Review the settlement details at http://www2.epa.gov/enforcement/xto-energy-inc-
settlement#comment.     Think about the impact this settlement might have on future regulations.   Your next assignment 
deals with various state regulations and the details in the settlement might be helpful. 

 
 
Note:  The EPA Hydraulic Fracturing website and the GAO Report on Unconventional Oil & Gas Development (GAP-12-

874) will be very helpful for these assignments. 

 

https://email.uh.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f024f3b9bee74602b4dd8a13b989c2fc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww2.epa.gov%2fenforcement%2fxto-energy-inc-settlement%23comment
https://email.uh.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=f024f3b9bee74602b4dd8a13b989c2fc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww2.epa.gov%2fenforcement%2fxto-energy-inc-settlement%23comment

